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2018 Al Black Public Service Fellows Program 

 

The Department of Sociology has long recognized that Community Service is important to 

many of its undergraduate students. Sociology majors believe in equality and social justice 

and for many students that translates into a strong commitment to Public Service. 

However, this commitment is not always reflected on academic transcripts; many students 

engage intentionally but also quietly as they find purpose and meaning in their service 

work. 
 

The Al Black Public Service Fellows Program is a new two-quarter program intended to 

recognize and support Sociology Majors at the University of Washington who have a 

demonstrated commitment to public service. During the fellowship quarters, Fellows are 

expected to continue their community service; in addition, they will have opportunities to 

participate in special professional development workshops, gatherings with faculty, 

campus leaders, and/or alumni, and to discuss and reflect on what it means to have a 

dedication to public service.  The total time commitment for the formal portion of the 

Fellows program is estimated to be about four hours per quarter. 
 

To be eligible to participate in the Fellowship program, students must be sociology majors 

with Junior or Senior standing and have a sustained and significant relationship with a 

community or non-profit organization that serves the public; preference will be given to 

applicants who do not receive financial or academic compensation for their work, and who 

are able to connect this work to sociological ideas and concepts they have learned about in 

their academic work.  

 

Graduating Al Black Fellows will be recognized at the Annual Sociology Graduation 

Celebration held in spring quarter. We also encourage Al Black Fellows to apply for the Al 

Black Award for Community Service in spring quarter (awarded at graduation). 

 
The Sociology Public Service Fellows Program is named after Al Black, who 

was a principal lecturer in the Department of Sociology from 1973 until his 

retirement in 2006. Al Black, a winner of the University’s Distinguished 

Teaching Award, was a beloved teacher who taught thousands of 

undergraduates during his long career.  He is also a committed public 

servant who remains actively involved in many different community 

organizations including school districts, church groups and social service 

agencies. He served on the Washington State Advisory Board of the Division 

of Juvenile Rehabilitation, and created the Franklin High School Parents 

Group.  For many years he recruited UW students to go into schools and 

juvenile detention centers as tutors. Dr. Black has also been involved with gang prevention efforts in New 

York, Detroit, Los Angeles, Denver and Seattle. 
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2018 Al Black Public Service Fellows Program 
 

Application Requirements: 
1. Complete the information below and then print out and use this page as your cover sheet 

2. Write a Personal Statement (350 words) 

o Your personal statement should describe your commitment to community 

involvement and public service. A reader should come away with a good 

sense of why community engagement has purpose and meaning for you, 

what kinds of service you have performed and how sociology has helped 

shape those experiences; as well as how you imagine public service aligning 

with your future plans. 

3. A current resume 

4. An endorsement from your Volunteer Coordinator/Supervisor (see next page) 

o Note that this page must be signed by a representative of your organization. 

 

 

Applicant Information: 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

UW email address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quarter Accepted into Sociology Major: ______________________________________________ 

 

Credits and class standing at the start of WIN18 _____________________________________ 

 

Expected Graduation Date: ___________________________________________________________ 

 
Procedures 
All application materials should be submitted, in the order listed above, in single-sided hard-copy 

format to the Sociology Advising Office in 203 Savery Hall no later than 4:00pm on Tuesday 

November 28, 2017. 

 

We expect to send out notifications on Tuesday December 12, 2017  
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2018 Al Black Public Service Fellows Program 
Endorsement from Volunteer Coordinator 

 
 

Volunteer Information 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Current volunteer/public service activity  

Name of Organization: _______________________________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Organization website: _________________________________________________________ 

Briefly describe your organization’s overall mission and scope of activities: 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How long has the student volunteer been involved with your organization? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

How much time does s/he volunteer every week/month? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

What are the student volunteer’s primary contributions and responsibilities? 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Endorsement from volunteer coordinator or other staff member at the organization 
By signing this form, I acknowledge that the applicant is a volunteer in good standing with our 

organization. 

 

Name: _________________________________          Title: _________________________________ 

 

Contact email or phone number: __________________________________________________ 

 

Signature and date: ________________________________________________________________ 


